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8 Part of the solution
Michael Häupl and Anders Knape wrote to the Swedish 
prime minister Fredrik Reinfeldt in July, urging the  
EU presidency to work closely with Europe’s local and  
regional authorities 

11 Bringing local back
Mercedes Bresso argues that if we change our attitudes towards 
food production and distribution we can kickstart regional, local 
and national economies

12 Change begins at home
The EPP group in the CoR is launching a film competition to 
get the younger generation on board in the battle against climate 
change. Isidoro Gottardo explains

15 Train of thought
Witold Krochmal looks at the challenges facing the rail freight 
industry

16 Priority patients
Susanna Haby believes that the pharmaceutical industry must 
take a patient-centred approach

19 Democracy, progress, prosperity
City diplomacy can help the EU resolve regional conflicts and 
other problems that undermine its own security, writes Eleni 
Loucaides

20 Heroes and villains
Richard Medic is looking for a new superhero to champion the 
subsidiarity cause

24 Areas of opportunity
Investment in infrastructure has levelled the playing field 
between Europe’s regions, says Paul Bevan

26 City slickers
Paul Bevan tells Martha Moss about his ambitions as Eurocities 
secretary general

29 Totally transport
Local and national representatives came together to discuss 
the price of mobility at the Regional Review’s Green Streets 
conference. Martin Banks was there

33 Financing the future
Lena Tochtermann says the UK government must invest in 
urban transport systems if its regional cities are to keep pace 
with their European counterparts

36 Down to business
A pioneering project is bringing Europe’s regions together to 
increase understanding of how China views the EU. Richard 
Pascoe explains 

38 Political vision
The Baltic Sea states must make more of the financial 
opportunities offered by the EU, writes Astrid Thors 

43 A beneficial bond
Halldór Halldórsson believes that Icelandic membership of the 
EU could be mutually beneficial, provided agreement can be 
reached on the country’s important fisheries sector

47 Bringing in Belarus
Istvan Sertö-Radics explains how the eastern partnership can 
improve relations between countries outside Europe, at both 
national and local level

48 Buds of democracy?
The role of local authorities must be strengthened if the 
democratisation process is to bloom in Belarus, writes  
Antonella Valmorbida

50 On the front line
Dennis Abbott tells Martha Moss about life as the public face 
of regional policy, and what serving in Iraq and working at the 
Committee of the Regions have in common

52 Keep calm and carry on
Chris Jones tells Francesca Ross about his work at the 
Committee of the Regions, and his ‘best of British’ approach to 
tackling the tasks facing him

55 Europe’s green future
AER’s peer reviews help measure a region’s ability to meet 
environmental targets. Justyna Podralska explains

55 Tapping our potential
AER’s peer review is helping Republika Srpska benefit  
from the positive experiences of other regions, writes  
Petar Jotanovic

56 Energetic endeavours
More can be done to exploit biomass potential in Republika 
Srpska, says Adrienn Buday-Malik

58 Across the great divide
Danuta Hübner is the latest EU commissioner to jump sides 
and join parliament. Martin Banks reports on Poland’s new 
high-profile deputy

COVER STORY OPEN DAYS

61 At the CoRe of Europe
This year’s Open Days shows Europe’s regions and cities 
remain as committed as ever to finding local responses to global 
challenges, says Luc Van den Brande

65 Regions in partnership
Paweł Samecki has high hopes for this year’s European week of 
cities and regions

70 Ambitious agenda
As an important industrial centre and port city, Dunkirk is 
committed to reducing its carbon footprint, writes Michel 
Delebarre

71 Out at the pictures
AER’s first ‘Snapshot: Europe’ photo competition will be on 
display at the Open Days exhibition in Brussels

76 Getting results
The EU needs a reformed, results oriented cohesion policy, 
according to Fabrizio Barca  

81 A cornerstone of European integration
Cohesion policy post-2013 must be geared towards innovation, 
competitiveness and sustainability, says Michael Schneider
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Discover and invest in Basilicata.  

Film director Francis Ford Coppola, whose grandfather grew up in Basilicata, has remarked on the region’s striking landscape when 

seen from the sky. “You see fields, grapes, beautiful country. You see the earth as it was intended to be. We have a region of Italy 

that is still preserved, still authentic.” 

Today Basilicata also offers fertile terrain for the cultivation of researchers, managers, and creative professionals. People richly 

endowed with ideas, skills, work and life experiences.  People who desire to live in cities and regions of human scale.

One example is the earth observation cluster that has grown between Potenza and Matera, with its network of enterprises, research 

institutes, and university departments specialized in satellite monitoring of the environment, seismic studies, and the attenuation 

of risks linked to natural disasters. Over a thousand people work in Basilicata’s cutting edge space technologies sector, which is 

nurtured by the Geodesic Space Center of Matera, the University of Basilicata and the National Research Council (CNR) in Potenza.  

Our job is to preserve the unique combination of historic and natural resources in Basilicata, and the advanced, knowledge intensive 

economic activities which have emerged in the last twenty years. We also know our most important patrimony is our rich reservoir of 

skilled people, from the thousands of employees at the modern Fiat-Sata plant in Melfi, which is increasingly focused on ecological 

vehicles, to the hundreds of researchers working on earth observation, on renewable energies and on green biotechnology 

at University of Basilicata, CNR, AGROBIOS, and ENEA Trisaia. The agri-food industry, oil and gas extraction, and furniture 

manufacturing round out the region’s economic activities. 

Thanks to recent achievements, Basilicata is also plowing the way for new investment. The Basilicata Regional Government plays an 

active role in stimulating private investment in the region, starting from promising and strategic sectors, especially those strong on 

research and development. The Regional Government is designating a significant portion of European Union structural funds for the 

period 2007 – 2013 to knowledge intensive areas.

It is in this spirit that the Region of Basilicata is hosting the first international forum on the challenges of the knowledge economy 

for small and medium sized cities. Open Days (October 29 – 31, 2009), an event supported by the EU’s Committee of the Regions 

and the European Commission, will be held in the captivating Sassi of Matera, an UNESCO world heritage site, and just one of many 

places in Basilicata that have, in recent years, become international film locations and cultural tourism attractions.

The aim of the forum is to stimulate an exchange of ideas and solutions between public and private sector operators on policies for 

education, training, environment, research and innovation, and creative industries. For small and medium cities, especially those 

geographically peripheral to Europe’s major economic engines, policies in these areas represent a challenge within a challenge. For 

more information: http://opendays.basilicatanet.it/ .

Basilicata.  
Fertile terrain for talented minds.
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